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INTRODUCTION: 

 
Interior decorating on your own can be a long and tiring process. Therefore, we at 
FJConsultants, have developed a guide that will help you through this process. 
After careful thinking and selection, we have decided to focus on the six most 
common ones, along with tips on how to avoid them. 
We do hope that this guide will help you and wish you good luck in your journey. 
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1- FORGETTING DIMENSIONS: 
Sounds silly right? But this is the case of most people who start 
purchasing without considering the displacement of the furniture or 
accessories they are buying. They thus end up with furniture too 
large or too small for their rooms.  

Following your heart is good but it’s also important to keep note of 
what can be used and what not. This is why it’s essential to have a 
quick sketch showing the dimensions of the room you are designing 
and to keep it with you at all times when furniture-shopping. 

 
2- NO REFERENCE BOARD: 

When designing a space, some people tend to jump right ahead, 
without planning or having a reference board to match all the 
designs items to. Without a mood board, furniture and accessories 
shopping can become a very tricky and overwhelming process.  

To prevent this from happening, it is important to keep in mind the 
style and ambiance you wish to have in order to buy the right 
elements that will allow you to attain what you have in mind. 

 
3- NO PRE-SELECTION: 

Impulse buying is not always recommended when furniture or 
accessories shopping, unless you are absolutely sure that the item 
you are purchasing is the one you have been looking for. On the 
other hand, and since so many items are used to create a pleasant 
space, one can easily get lost.  
 
Therefore, before buying, it is best to cruise around the different 
galleries and choose carefully your preferred items. Then, do make a 
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mental list of all the objects you found and try imagining how they 
will look like together. This will help you visualize which ones go 
together and which ones should be discarded. 
 

4- BUYING EVERYTHING FROM THE SAME GALLERY: 

Some people tend to work with the design services that galleries 
usually offer in order to minimize the cost of hiring an interior 
architect. Consequently, this process makes the clients buy all of 
their furniture and accessories from that one gallery creating a space 
in their home that looks exactly like the gallery itself.  

Alongside this problem, another one might arise concerning the 
prices of certain objects they could have found for less at other 
stores. 

In order to avoid this, keep in mind the golden rule of decorating: 
never buy all of your items from the same store. By cruising around, 
you will increase your chances of creating more diverse and visually 
interesting spaces that have your personal touch. 

5-  NO BUDGETING: 
After the various galleries' visits, the pre-selection and before making 
the final purchase, create a spread sheet and list all the items you 
need. Then, note down the price of each item and calculate their 
total cost in order to make sure they fit your budget. By then you 
should have a clear idea of which items should be kept and which 
ones eliminated or replaced in order to respect your initial financial 
plan. 
 

6- NOT ASKING PROFESSIONALS: 
Last but not least, designing a space on your own can be a very 
daunting task. If you can’t afford to hire an interior designer to help 
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you, than ask around you to see if someone you know might 
recommend a professional who is willing to help. You’d be surprised 
from all the positive answers you might get.  Getting a professional 
opinion when you are decorating is sometimes essential to save you 
from making mistakes and face endless troubles.  
 
You can also gain new insights from friends who have been in the 
same situation as you.  

 
 
CONCLUSION: 
 
We leave you with these last wise words: "Have nothing in your home that you 
don't know to be useful or believe to be beautiful."   William Morris 
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